
A MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT GOVERNOR

Fellow Lions:

It has been a great year and much thanks and
praise should go to IPDG Gene Saunders for his
excellent leadership in 2014-2015. Gene, thanks
for all you do and also to your better half, Lion
Ellen for all of her good deeds.

So, here we go — a new Lions year but with a lot
of the same problems that we have been
experiencing in the past several years — not
enough new members and losing too many of our current members — all
of this for a variety of reasons. So you will see that my goals will be
focused on what, in my opinion, is the most serious problem facing
district 29-L as well as the whole multiple district. Therefore, my primary
goals are to see AT LEAST TWO new clubs formed in our district, a net
gain of two members per club and reducing members leaving by 25%.
More on all this to come.

We also have some unique opportunities that we can use to our
advantage in 29-L. The main one is the addition of clubs from Jackson,
Roane, Mason, Putman and Cabell counties. We should seize the
opportunity to gain new ideas, new energy and a wealth of Lions
experience. So I say WELCOME TO ALL and let's work together to make
this a great Lions year.

My first Cabinet meeting will be held July 26th at 2:00 pm at Corpus
Christi School on Warwood Avenue in Wheeling. The meal for non-cabinet
members will be $11.00. Please RSVP to Linda Amos ASAP at 304-232-
5471 or ljamos@comcast.net.

Here are my visits for August and September, thus far:

Aug. 6 Parkersburg DG visit
Aug. 17 Washington Lands DG visit
Sept. 7 Car show
Sept. 21 Lesage DG visit
Sept. 22 New Martinsville DG visit
Sept. 28 Pleasants Area DG visit

Let's continue to serve and have some fun out there!! ! ! !

Mahalo,

DG John Wensyel
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2015 – 2016
CABINET MEMBERS

John Wensyel, DG
Linda Leasure, 1st VDG
Lee Ann Welch, 2nd VDG
PDG Eva Dague, Sec/Treas
Gene Saunders, IPDG

Zone Chairpersons:
Zone 1 Bernice Pitcock
Zone 2 Paul Boron
Zone 3 Mike Blackwel l
Zone 4 Arlene Amos
Zone 5 Jordan Glass
Zone 6 Jackie Fitch
Zone 7 Kevin Clem
Zone 8 Patricia McMil lan
Zone 9 Nei l Reed
Zone 10 Kris Pinkerman

Global Membership Team
PDG Richard McMil lan

Global Leadership Team
PDG Eva Dague

Centennial Coordinator
PDG Gary Pitcock

Centennial Coordinator
PDG Gary Pitcock

Conference
Kevin Clem

Contest
Martha Elder

Deaf & Bl ind Recreation/
Romney Work Program
Barbara Baker

Diabetes Awareness
Ken Porter

Environmental
Linda Baker

Guide Dogs
Dave Atkinson

Information Technology
Dave Ice

LCIF
IPDG Gene Saunders

LEO Co-Chrs.
Stacy Meadows
Doug Pettit

Mobi le Sight Equipment
Argy Polsinel l i

Newsletter Editor
PDG Bob Moffett

Peace Poster Contest
El len Saunders

Quest/RAP
Barbara Blackwel l

Sight & Hearing/
WVU Liaison
PDG Paul Amrhein

Special Projects Co-Chrs.
PDG Eva Dague
PDG Jeff Baxter

Youth Exchange (Appt. )
Dave Elder

Youth Exchange (Elect. )
Michel le Harshbarger

mailto:ljamos@comcast.net


2nd VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR LEE ANN WELCH

Look into the eyes of a chi ld. What do you see? Joy? Love? How about
hunger? Fear? Uncertainty? Lions can make an impact on their l ives.
Food and housing insecure chi ldren can be found in your town. Jesus
said in Matthew 25: 40, “Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of
these, you did it to Me.”

The next Lions World Wide Week of Service wil l be Aug. 30 to Sept. 5
and IP Dr. Yamada suggests we focus on the most vulnerable popula-
tion on the planet, our chi ldren. Through no fault of their own, they
are shelter and food insecure. Many schools in the state have a 96
percent student population el ig ible for free and reduced lunches.

What can you do? I’m glad you asked.

•Find out if your schools offer backpacks of food for their students off site. Help pack them or
provide food.
•Do you raise a garden? See if your local mission or Salvation Army could use some fresh
vegetables to supplement their meals.
•Host a food drive.
•Provide blankets, sleeping bags and mats to the mission or Salvation Army for those who are

l iving outdoors.
•Take donations of milk, peanut butter and bread to a housing
project the last Saturday of the month when food subsidies
have been used up. Tel l residents who you are and your club’s
name and explain you received a donation of these items. Ask
if they could use some extra food.
•Get the community involved in a competitive coat and
sweater drive.

There are many ways to impact chi ldren and famil ies. You
simply have to be wil l ing and at times, creative. If you need
ideas or have questions how to go about these, contact me.
I’m more than happy to explain how to accompl ish these acts.
Remember. We Serve. Everyone.

Lion Lee Ann, 2ndVDG
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1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR LINDA LEASURE

Dear Fel low Lions,

Time to start a new year! Congratulations to our new DG John
Wensyel . It's been my pleasure to work with him over the past
year. DG John has the great leadership characteristic of l istening
and then solving the problem. He's very organized and has been
working on his cabinet positions for some time now. I'm looking
forward to working with al l cabinet members and 2ndVDG Lee Ann
during the new year. We're off to a great start.

I'm writing my article this month from the Outer Banks in NC. Last night I went to “The Lost
Colony” play and was pleasantly surprised to see that the concession stand was managed
by the Maneto Lions Club. One Lion there proudly shared that he had just received his 50
year pin. It was great talking with them and thinking no matter where we go in our travels,
chances are there is a Lions Club working nearby to make their community a better place.
What a great evening!

Unti l next month,
1 stVDG Linda

2nd VDG Lee Ann helps to feed the
hungry every Saturday.
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On The Web

Lions Clubs Int'l
www. l ionsclubs.org

MD29
www.wvlions.org

29-L
www.l ions29l.org

WV Lions Sight
Foundation

www.wvsight.org

LCIF
www.lcif.org

About Your Newsletter Subscription
This newsletter is emailed to several hundred Lions, including Cabinet

officers, club presidents and secretaries, past district governors and others who
have requested to receive it by email . In addition, print copies are mailed
without cost to those officers for whom we do not have an email address. Print
subscriptions are available to other Lions for a nominal cost of $15 for the
2015-2016 Lions year. If you desire to receive or continue to receive the
printed newsletter, please send payment to Linda Amos, Sec./Treas. 29L Lions,
17 Highland Heights, Wheeling, WV 26003. She wil l then provide me your
mail ing information so that I can add you to the l ist of print subscribers.
Anyone wanting to receive the emailed newsletter (free of charge) can let me

know by sending me an email message asking to receive it. Please include
name and email address in the message.
If your email address changes, please remember to let me know so I can

update the email l ist.
Please do not "Reply All" to the newsletter emails planning to reach al l of

those receiving the newsletter, as it is distributed using multiple email l ists.
Thank you.

Bob Moffett, PDG
Editor

304-363-7060
rmoffett@ma.rr.com

You're Invited

The West Virginia Past District Governors
Association requests your presence at the

annual Council Appreciation Banquet
on Saturday, July 25, 2015, at the

Best Western Bridgeport Inn,
100 Lodgeville Road, Bridgeport.

Please plan to attend to honor our
Council of Governors for 2014-2015:

CC Ed Via, DG Gene Saunders, DG Doug Long,
DG Karen Hall-Dundas and DG Charles Sheets.

Multiple District Chairpersons will also be
recognized.

Social time will begin at 5 pm (cash bar),
with dinner at 6 pm.

The cost of the dinner is $22. 00 and includes:
Tossed salad w/ assorted dressings, pecan crusted
tilapia, stuffed chicken breast, mashed potatoes,
country style green beans, rolls, coffee, decaf, hot

or iced tea, plus dessert.

RSVP to PDG Cindy Glass, 191 Ridgeway Drive,
Bridgeport, WV 26330 304-203-2006

or scjglass@aol. com on or before July 20.

Best Western is holding some King rooms ($99) for Lions.

Call 304=842-5411 before July 10, 2015.

Friendly Changes Location for Picnic & Instal lation of Officers
The Friendly Lions Club picnic and Instal lation of Officers has been changed to Virgi l

Ash Shelter at the Sistersvi l le City Park just south of the Ferryboat Landing in Sisters-

vi l le, Tuesday, July 14th at 6: 30 pm. The instal l ing officer is PDG Don Gibala of the

Butler (PA) Lions Club. Please RSVP Dan Heintzman (deheintzman@msn.com or

304-652-1766) by July 12.

http://www.lionsclubs.org
http://www.wvlions.org
www.lions29l.org
http://www.wvsight.org
http://www.lcif.org
mailto:deheintzman@msn.com
mailto:scjglass@aol.com
ebertk@wvuhealthcare.com
mailto:rmoffett@ma.rr.com
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Impressions of the West Virginia Lions Leadership School
PID Steve Glass, Chairperson for the 2016 School

For the first edition of each district newsletter for the 2015-2016 Lion year, we asked Lions
who attended the last West Virginia Lions Leadership School for their candid feel ings about the
School and its value to Lions in West Virginia. In this issue we have the thoughts from five Lions
printed in their own words with their permission.
“The inspiration for my project to visit clubs al l over West Virginia to do a video about their

service and commitment to their communities came from my experience at this year’s Leadership
School . I was sitting in Nikki Bowman’s seminar about bui ld ing a positive image of who we are
and why we do what we do when the idea struck me. It was l ike a l ight bulb went off. We need
to let people in our communities know about our passion and why we want to serve. That is why
I want to visit clubs and let people know who we are. This is also the impetus behind the com-
munity block parties that have been successful in Harrison County. Like Nikki is doing with WV
Living, we are bringing community groups together to strengthen our service commitment and
painting a positive picture of who we are.” — Lion Wayne Worth, Adamston Lions Club, Harrison
County
“Attending the 2015 Leadership School was a very positive experience for my husband, Tom ,

and me. It was wel l planned and extremely informative. We learned a lot whi le having a great
time. Going to leadership school teaches you a lot of ways to help you have a successful club.”
— Lion Margaret Stenger, Warwood Lions Club, Ohio County
“I went to my first WVLLS with my husband…I thought I would go shopping while he attended

classes. He insisted that I attend classes…I felt these classes were not for me. I had been a Lion
for only four months and had no intentions of becoming a President or any other officer. . . . gee,
what did I know about Lionism? Meeting and seeing al l the "Big Wigs" and me just a new Lion. . .
not for me. Wel l , I didn't go shopping. . . I attended six seminars that weekend. I found them to
be informative and very beneficial , but I learned so much l istening to others in the classes.
Other Lions would talk about what was happening in their Clubs. . . fund raising, membership, the
good times and the tough times. . . . these things I would apply to our Club. I left my first WVLLS
so excited about what I had learned. . . . first, the "Big Wigs" were just nice Lions. . . good people.
Second, I wouldn't want to miss another Leadership School . . . . I can shop anytime.”
— Lion Phyllis Lucas, Marlinton Lions Club, Pocahontas County
“Even though I am in my 60s, I am young in my Lions Club. This is my 4th year and I have

been trying to get a handle on al l that Lionism had to offer at the local level . I decl ined to accept
an office initia l ly because I didn't have a good grasp of just how things operated between the
different levels of Lions clubs… Two years ago I agreed to serve as second vice president with the
intention of attending the most recent Leadership Training Conference. By planning ahead I was
able to get my business schedule arranged so that I could attend with our other vice president.
I've attended many professional conferences in my career, but this event truly fi l led in most of
the gaps in my overal l understanding of Lionism. I discovered how local clubs l ink to each other
and to the national/international organization. I began to appreciate the incredible dimensions of
the organization and its impact on health and sight related issues. I have a much better oper-
ating knowledge of the organization and the place of each member, club, zone, and district to
accompl ishing the various missions of Lions. As I move forward in a leadership role, I wi l l
encourage al l of my officers and potential leaders to experience these conferences. Thanks to al l
who planned, led, faci l itated, and shared in the event. ” — Lion Millard Minor, Philippi Lions Club,
Barbour County
“I have attended the WVLLS for the past three years. There is a wide spectrum of classes/

seminars presented that anyone could find that would be helpful to them personal ly or benefit
their club or organizations. Some people may think that our leadership school is to prepare the
attendee to become president, secretary, etc. of their local Lions Club. NOT SO! You may be a
minister, businessman, retiree or whatever, and find a class that is just right for your situation.
Another very positive aspect of the WVLLS is you meet old friends and make some new friends.
It is an occasion for learning and a social event. Come join us for a personal ly gratifying
weekend.” — Lion Larry Lucas, Marlinton Lions Club, Pocahontas County
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LCI Convention Highl ights

Lion Mary Kay and DG John Wensyel (center) with
Lion Ellen and IPDG Gene Saunders immediately
following DG John's installation as District Governor
on the final day of the International Convention.

The West Virginia delegation gets ready to march in the International
Parade of Nations along Kalakalua Avenue to Kapiolani Park in Honolulu.

2015-2016 Interational Presi-
dent Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada of
Japan said, "I want children in
need to be front and center for
Lions this year," speaking to
those assembled following his
installation as president.

The West Virginia delegation marches down
Kalakalua Avenue during the parade.

Moundsvi l le Leo Club Helps Ronald McDonald House
(Left) The Moundsville Leo Club recently

traveled to Morgantown to do a service work
project at the Ronald McDonald House. While
there, a check for $350 was presented to help
cover the cost of a family to stay at the house for
one month. They also brought pop tabs and
personal health items for the residents, and
worked at weeding landscape areas outside
and cleaning and straightening up inside.

(Right) Members of the Chester Lions Club were part of the "wait
staff" at Chester’s Teapot Tea held on May 3. The “Tea” was a fundraiser
for renovation of the “World’s Largest Teapot” located in Chester.
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Newel l Members Receive
Recognition

West Liberty Lions of the Year

On June 15th, Martha
Elder, outgoing club
president of the Newell
Lions Club, was
presented a Leonard
Jarrett Award by DG
Gene Saunders.

DG Gene Saunders
presented Lion
Floyd Wilson his
Life Membership.
Lion Floyd has
been a member of
the Newell Lions
Club since 1985
and has perfect
attendance. Wilson
is a past president
of the club.

Washington Lands Lions Club 2014-15 Club
President Linda Baker presents the 2014-15 Lion(s)
of the Year Award to Lions Bob and Patty Shutler.

Fairmont Lions Answer the Cal ls
Fairmont Lions
members
answered phones
to assist WV
Public Television
with their on-air
fundraising June
20th. They spent
about five hours
at the Morgan-
town studio.

Correction
The Newell Lions Club was inadvertently

omitted from the RAP article in the June issue
and are active participants in the RAP program.

mailto:rmoffett@ma.rr.com



